Legislation and Special Projects Section

The mission of the Legislation and Special Projects Sec-
tion is to provide information to the Congress on pending
legislation and to disseminate guidelines to personnel of
the Department of Justice and other Federal agencies
concerning recently passed legislation.

During FY 1971, the Section provided information
on the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970 to strike
force personnel, U.S. attorneys, and other Government
personnel. During the fiscal year, the Section established
an Immunity Unit concerned with the new witness im-
munity provisions of the act, The Immunity Unit is
charged with facilitating the processing of applications
for grants of immunity under title II of the act.

Management and Labor Section

In 1970, the Management and Labor Section was estab-
lished within the Criminal Division to supervise enforce-
ment of Federal criminal laws which regulate the activities
of labor organizations. The Section prosecutes cases in-
volving interference with interstate commerce by extor-
tion, improper payments to union officials by employers,
embezzlement of union funds, kickback payments to
agents of welfare and pension plans, and other racketeer-
ing activity,

Labor racketeering is carried out by organized crime
groups seeking to infiltrate unions to gain access to union
funds and the funds of their pension and welfare systems.
This infiltration provides the means for theft of union
money, extortion of funds by threats of labor strikes, and
a base for a variety of other organized crime operations.

Although not all indictments and convictions in areas
under the Management and Labor Section's responsibility
involve organized crime elements, it is notable that 70
indictments were returned in these areas during FY 1971,
compared with 43 in FY 1970, Defendants convicted
totaled 68 in FY 1971, compared with 32 in FY 1970.

Federal Bureau of Investigation

The Federal Bureau of Investigation, the principal in-
vestigative agency of the Department of Justice, is respon-
sible for investigations of violations of various Federal
criminal statutes including those aimed at combating or-
ganized crime. FBI Special Agents are assigned to investi-
gative and intelligence coverage of racketeering activities
and criminal syndicates.

Because it has a major investigatory responsibility in a
wide variety of criminal activities, the FBI is able to supply
intelligence to the many Federal agencies involved in
investigating specific facets of organized crime, It also
supplies intelligence to the Organized Crime and Racket-
eering Section on a continuing basis, and it cooperates
with strike forces through investigation of any matters
referred to it by those groups.

In this capacity, FBI agents may be called upon to work
with strike force personnel in investigating specific cases.
However, because of the Bureau's broad investigative re-
sponsibilities and its continual and close coordination with
the Organized Crime and Racketeering Section, it has
not been necessary to assign FBI personnel to permanent
positions on strike forces.

Information dissemination. The prompt dissemination of
information uncovered by the FBI to other Federal, State,
and local law enforcement agencies is a major aspect of

the FBI effort against organized crime. In FY 1971,
340,451 items of criminal intelligence were forwarded to
various agencies, an increase of about 42,000 over the pre-
vious year. Many of these items dealt specifically with
organized crime, enabling the agencies receiving them to
conduct nearly 650 raids; arrest nearly 4,000 gambling
and racketeering figures; and seize cash, contraband, and
gambling paraphernalia valued at more than $2 million.
Local police departments have been particularly suc-
cessful, in a number of instances, in acting on FBI in-
formation. One police department was able, through
information provided by the FBI, to break up two
gambling operations which together handled almost $1
million weekly, Another police department using FBI
information conducted a raid which resulted in 184 arrests
on various gambling, liquor, and morals charges.

Illegal gambling, The illegal gambling provisions of the
Organized Crime Control Act have resulted in increased
FBI activities in that area. The act went into effect in
October 1970; and between that time and the close of
the fiscal year on June 30, 1971, some 725 arrests had
been made involving illegal gambling under the act, and
cash, property, and gambling paraphernalia valued at
$1.7 million had been confiscated,

FBI participation in gambling raids during FY 1971
included the largest series of such raids in FBI history.

Raids in Louisiana and Mississippi resulted in the con-
fiscation of pinball and slot machines and cash valued at
more than $6,65 million. An interstate operation handling
approximately $60 million annually was broken up by
raids in seven States and the District of Columbia, These
raids led to 56 arrests. In the New York City area,
FBI raids on five gambling operations which were han-
dling about $163 million annually resulted in 79 arrests.
More than 400 FBI agents participated in a series of raids
in Michigan, Florida, Illinois, and Nevada, which resulted
in 150 arrests.

The FBI also joined with the Internal Revenue Service
in the largest Federal gambling raid in history during FY
1971. The raid struck at sports betting operations in 26
cities and led to the confiscation of more than $2 million.

FBI Laboratory. The FBI Laboratory has facilities to
handle a wide range of scientific investigations, some of
which are useful in organized crime cases. The facilities
are also available to other Federal, State, and local law
enforcement agencies in carrying out their investigative
efforts.

The Laboratory has been particularly helpful in the
investigation of gambling activities. In this area, Labora-
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